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Museum of the 
jewellery quarter
In 1981, following the retirement of Smith 
& Pepper’s owner, a jewellery 
manufacturing firm was transformed into a 
museum, Museum of the Jewellery 
Quarter. 

The remarkable museum was created to 
preserve the workshop.  It offers a glimpse 
of working life behind the Birmingham’s 
Jewellery Quarter, as well as revealing 
Birmingham and Jewellery Quarter’s 
metal-working and jewellery heritage.  

Visitors and tourists are welcome to 
experience and watch live demonstrations 
of how jewellers’ work and their traditional 
skills in the trade.  





Pen Museum

Originally called The Albert Works, the Pen 
Museum is located in a former pen factory 
which was built in 1863 to manufacture gold 
pen nibs.  In 2001, to promote and preserve 
Birmingham’s pen trade legacy, the museum 
was opened.  Employing an estimate of 8,000 
workers, 70% of which were women, the mass 
production of pens improved literacy 
worldwide and wherever a pen was used, it is 
most likely manufactured in Birmingham.  

Now, the museum narrates stories about 
famous people, owners, and workers’ lives 
while working in the factory.  Visitors can 
experience writing with different pen materials  
and can also make their own pen nib using the 
traditional manufacturing process.  





St. Paul’s square
St. Paul’s Square was named after the church, St. 
Paul’s Church, that is based at its centre and has 
been one of the most famous attractions in the 
Jewellery Quarter. 

Built in between 1777 and 1779, this prominent 
landmark is located on the Newhall estate.  
Residing in the Jacobean house was one of the 
wealthiest families in the history of Birmingham, 
the Colmore family.  There is no doubt that during 
the mid-18th century, St Paul’s Square became the 
most craved location.  

However, approaching the end of the 18th century, 
the desirable square became known for its 
workshops and factories.  Now it is surrounded 
with restaurants, bars, and many others.  

Additional Fact: St. Paul’s Church was designed by 
Roger Eykyn and is graded as Grade 1 listed 
building.  





Key hill cemetery

Established by the General Cemetery 
Company in 1836, Key Hill Cemetery was 
created due to the limited burial ground 
availability because of the unprecedented rise 
of population in the city. 

Many famous and leading people who shaped 
Birmingham into what it is today were later 
buried there ever since.  

Famous names:
- Joseph Tangye: Birmingham Museum and 
        Art Gallery Founder

- Joseph Chamberlain: Former mayor

- Marie Bethall Beaclerc: the first female 
     British reporter





the chamberlain 
clock

In 1903, this Jewellery Quarter’s iconic 
landmark was positioned and manufactured to 
commemorate Joseph Chamberlain’s visit to 
South Africa.  Chamberlain was a Members of 
Parliament (MP) at that time and was later 
buried in Key Hill Cemetery.

His vision for the British Empire was to protect 
the local manufacturers from imports.  Not only 
did MP Chamberlain achieved remarkable 
deeds for Birmingham, he also helped out the 
jewellery trade with his campaign work in 
eradicating Plate Duties; a tax which was a 
huge obstacle for jewellery tradesmen at that 
time.  





Newhall hill
Newhall Hill is known for being the district where 
large meetings were held.  A group in the 1830s, 
called the Birmingham Political Union, would 
attract and involve more and more people into the 
democratic process by making a campaign to the 
parliament to authorise a Reform Act.

The most famous meeting happened on 7th May 
1832 with a giant demonstration involving 
200,000 people and 40 unions attending.  People 
were criticising on how the electoral system was 
unfair at that time.  The Reform Act of 1832 gives 
suffrage for the urban middle class.  Before this 
reform act, only people with certain position or 
those who owned certain properties could vote.  
This means that only about 1/12 adult males 
could vote.  However, after this Act, 1/6 adult 
males could vote, making twice as many people 
elligible to vote after the Reform Act.    





newman brothers 
coffin works
Alfred and Edwin Newman established Coffin 
Works in 1882.  They specialised in the 
manufacture of brass coffin furniture (handles, 
ornaments, etc.  However, the company 
decided to cease the trading in 1998 due to 
competition from abroad and failure to 
modernise.  

Before the company closed down, the last 
Newnan Brothers’ owner, Joyce Green, 
wanted the factory to become a museum.  
Thus, following Joyce’s wishes, the museum 
allows visitors to explore and to journey back 
in time and experience how the factory was 
operated and what it looked like in the 1960s.





Alabaster and  
Wilson

Categorised as a grade II listed building, 
Alabaster and Wilson was established by a 
family of Jewellers, co-founded by Arthur 
Alabaster and Thomas Wilson in 1887.  

Alabaster & Wilson were successful in high 
end bespoke jewellery manufacture.  The 
business was able to survive because of the 
uniqueness of its handmade pieces and 
because the amount of imported jewellery 
increased.

It’s most recent special royal commission was 
a brooch in the Queen’s racing colours, 
commissioned by the Racing Post in 2016 for 
presentation to Her Majesty to mark her 90th 
birthday.  





The Old FIre station

The Old Fire Station in Birmingham’s 
Jewellery Quarter was first established in 
1908.  It was built because the Jewellery 
Quarter was considered a ‘high risk’ area as 
there were many small engineering 
companies and not enough strict safety 
regulations.  

The fire station used to work in close 
cooperation with Kenyon Street Police Station.  
It is categorised as grade 2 listed Fire Station 
building which is now used as childrens’ 
nursery.  


