The Trees of
Warstone Lane &
Key Hill
Cemeteries

This orchard contains a variety of fruit including red apple,
rowan, cherry and crab apple.
Apples are symbols of love, temptation, knowledge
and spiritual growth.

The

Orchard

Plaque Located:
Warstone Lane
52.488491, -1.913608

Pinus
Sylvestris

Scots Pine

Plaque Located:
Warstone Lane
52.488433, -1.913977

Habitat Value
Scots Pine is the only true native pine in the UK and one of
only three native conifers. Caledonian Pine forests still cover
much of Scotland to this day, and are home to some of
Britain’s most iconic wildlife, including the Red Squirrel,
Capercailllie, Scottish Crossbill, and Scottish Wildcat. It can
live for seven hundred years, and is considered a “keystone”
species in the Caledonian Forest ecosystem.

History
Scots Pine has a high resin content and tall, straight trunks
with a good degree of flexibility. This has meant that much of
its recorded use has been in shipbuilding, as masts and spars.
Pine pitch made from the resin was also used as a sealant.
In Scottish history, the most frequent mention of the trees is
as a waymarker; planted at burial places and along pathways,
or at crossroads. Since the trees could live for such a long
time, these became landscape markers for generations.
At the end of the last ice age, Caledonian forest covered
approximately 3.7 million acres, in which Scots Pine was the
predominant tree. Nowadays only 1% of Caledonian forest
remains, and the Rannoch Forest, which is between Loch
Lomond and the Cairngorms, in the only surving Wildwood in
the UK (Wildwood is woodland that has never been managed
by man). Scots Pine was voted the national tree of Scotland
in 2014.

Mythology and Symbolism
Pines are important in the mythology of many peoples. The
Romans used the Pine to celebrate the Spring Equinox festival
of Cybele and Attis. The Ancient Egyptians buried an image of
Osiris in the hollowed-out centre of a Pine. In Eastern Siberia,
Scots Pine groves were considered sacred by the Buriat
Mongolians. In Britain, bonfires of Scots Pine were burned by
Druids at Winter Solstice to celebrate the passing of the
seasons and to draw the sun back. The Pine Cone was
considered a symbol of fertility.

Uses
Many conifers have a healing resin, and Scots Pine is no
exception. Strong antiseptic properties mean that one can
stave off infection by applying the resin to your wounds. This
resin is also flammable, and can be used ot make a type of
pitch glue widely used in the stone age.
The needles of any pine have a very high vitamin C content,
and can be used to make a healing tea. Simply crush a good
amount of needles and add boiled water (not boiling, as this
destroys the vitamin C content), before leaving to cool for a
few minutes. The resulting drink is quite pleasant, and has
more vitamin C by weight than an orange.
Finally, Pine pollen is a nutrient rich food with a long history of
medicinal use, implicated as a treatment for anxiety, reduced
libido, Alzheimers and Cancer. It’s amino acid content is
comparable to that of eggs.

Betula
Pendula

Silver Birch

Plaque Located:
Key Hill
52.490678, -1.915519

Habitat Value
Birch is native to the UK, and was probably among the first to
colonise after the ice began to recede. This is because Birch is
one of Britain’s foremost pioneer species – the species that
grow in cleared, burned, or even flooded locations and by
doing so make the ground more hospitable for other species
to live. Birch has a light, airy canopy, under which grasses,
mosses, bluebells, violets, and other woodland plants can
thrive. It is also associated with such distinguished fungi as
the fly agaric (fairy stool), birch polypore (razor strop fungus),
chanterelle, birch brittlegill, and birch milk cap. Woodpeckers
often nest in the trunk, finches redpolls and siskins enjoy the
seeds, and the leaves are a habitat to several moth and
butterfly larvae. The importance of Birch to the British
ecosystem could not easily be overstated.

History
Birch has always formed a large percentage of British tree
cover, not only colonising newly available land, but also
existing on the edges of existing woodlands and on land upon
which other trees cannot thrive. It has been widely used by
mankind since the stone age, with it’s oil in particular being
used industrially across Europe and into Russia.

Mythology and Symbolism
Birch is associated with new beginnings, fertility and purity.
Cradles were made with Birch to protect babies from malign
spirits, and cows herded with a birch stick would become
fertile or bare a healthy calf. It has strong associations with
several traditional celebrations. At Beltane (now celebrated as
May Day), Birch and Oak fires were burned, and Birch was
used as a Maypole.

Uses
Birch bark is very high in phenols, and will ignite even when
wet. Birch twigs are somewhat waterproof, making dead
twigs excellent tinder in difficult conditions.
Birch can be “tapped” in the early Spring as the tree’s sap rises.
The liquid collected is a very clean water with a small amount
of natural sugar in it, and is considered to be very healthy. It
can be boiled down and fermented as a Spring wine with a
distinctive flavour.
Birch is the natural home of two important fungi – the Birch
Bark Polypore, which is used as a medicinal tea, can be
charred as kindling, or used to sharpen a knife; and Chaga,
which is one of the most nutritious and medicinally beneficial
fungi available.

Populus x
Canadensis

Black Poplar

Plaque Located:
Warstone Lane
52.488545, -1.915669

Habitat Value
This poplar hybrid is one of many that have long been a
feature of the British countryside, despite not being native. As
water-loving trees and relatives of the willow, they are most
often found near the river. Poplar catkins provide an
important early pollen source for bees, and a food source for
butterflies. Poplars are among the tallest trees in the UK, easily
growing to a height of over 30 metres, and at a rate of around
2.5 metres per year.

History
Poplar was used by farmers as a pollard – stumps were cut at
between eight and ten feet, from which they regrew; this new
growth was cut down in Winter and grazed upon by cattle,
which stripped the bark, leaving clean poles to be utilised as
timber. The large stumps also acted as boundaries.
The soft wood absorbs shock, which made it a popular choice
for wagon bottoms; the ease with which it is split made it an
excellent clothes peg. It has been used widely in construction
because of its flame resistant qualities.
Our native poplar, a close relative of this one, is actually one of
the most endangered trees in the UK; we have a sapling
elsewhere in the cemetery!

Mythology and Symbolism
In the Celtic “Ogham” alphabet, Poplar trees are associated
with victory, transformation and vision. They have been used
historically on family crests to represent strength, possibly
because of their strong roots and tendency to grow rapidly
into huge trees.

Uses
Poplar is a light, strong wood, and is naturally quite resistant
to fire. In addition to its historical usage, it is used today in
the production of pallets, crates, upholstered furniture
frames, paper and plywood.
The bark and buds contain salicin, which can be used as an
emergency aspirin substitute, as well as mannitol, which is
used to treat inflammatory conditions such as arthritis.

Turkey Oak
Plaque Located:

Quercus Rubra
Quercus Cerris

Oak

Key Hill
52.491000, 1.915855
Red Oak
Plaque Located:
Warstone Lane
52.488950, -1.916383

Habitat Value
There are two oaks on this trail – the Red Oak and The Turkey
Oak. Neither are native to the UK; the Red Oak is native to
North America and the Turkey Oak to Southern Europe. Both
are planted in this country as attractive ornamentals.
However, both provide pollen for bees and other insects in
Spring. The acorns of both trees are edible and are eaten by
small mammals such as squirrels, mice, and even foxes; like all
oaks, their large, broad canopies are enjoyed as nesting sites
by many birds.
Our native Pedunculate and Sessile Oaks are among the best
habitats in the country and are utilised by hundreds of
invertebrates, as well as all the birds and mammals that feed
upon those smaller creatures.

History
It is believed that the first Red Oak to be taken from American
shores was planted in Bishop Compton's garden, somewhere
near Fulham in England, in the late 17th century. It has been
used in the US as a valuable timber wood since colonial times.
The Turkey Oak was first planted as an ornamental in the 18th
century. It is still widely considered a pest tree, but there is a
growing consensus that it could be more resilient to climate
change than our native oaks.

Mythology and Symbolism
Throughout Europe, Oaks have always been amongst the
most important and venerated trees, usually associated with
the supreme God in the pantheon, such as Zeus, Jupiter or
Thor. This is thought to be because of Oak's strength and
longevity. The tendency of Oaks to be struck by lightning may
have strengthened this association - though scientifically
lightning likes oak because it is tall and has a high water
content. Druids practised their rites in oak groves, and the
word "druid" is probably derived from a Celtic word meaning
"Knower of the Oak."
In America, the Native Americans revered the oak just as
much as the Europeans, even calling it "the tree of life", due
it's value for medicine, food, and timber. There are records of
acorn eating human populations in California dating up to
the nineteenth century.

Uses
Oak has been a hugely significant timber source in Britain for
as long as we have records, and to this day forms the beams
of many houses. In England, oak built the boats that saw us
through the Napoleonic wars. In the US, Oak was used for
railway ties across its thousands of miles of track.
Acorns can be consumed, though they are high in tannins,
which must be removed via an extensive rinsing process. Oak
bark is ground and added to wines. Oak leaves can be picked
when they first come out and used to make a traditional oak
leaf wine.

Sorbus
Aucuparia

Rowan

Plaque Located:
Warstone Lane
52.487211, -1.913962

Habitat Value
The main habitat value of Rowan lies in its berries, which are
not only extremely nutritious, but also remain on the tree late
into Winter providing a vital source of food for important song
birds such as the Blackbird and Song Thrush. Its leaves also
provide food for some important caterpillars.
Rowan rarely outcompetes woodland trees in the forest, but it
is well adapted to grow in marginal conditions, earning it the
common name “Mountain Ash”.

History
Rowan has been used to ward off Scurvy; its vitamin C content
is among the highest available in Winter. The wood has been
used for turnery and furniture making.

Mythology and Symbolism
Rowan is one of the most sacred of all European trees; its
Celtic name means “Wizard Tree”. The berries were used in
druidic medicine, and it was thought that sleeping under its
branches would keep demonic spirits at bay. It was often
planted in graveyards.

Uses
Rowan trees are used to bioengineer mountainous soil, where
its roots’ fondness of marginal slopes significantly reduces soil
erosion. The wood is strong but rots quickly outdoors, so its
best uses remain in turnery and furniture. The berries can be
made into wine, but must be aged for several years to
become palatable. A jelly made from the same berries is
often used to complement game dishes. As an emergency
source of vitamin C, the berries are invaluable, but is slightly
toxic when raw and should only be consumed in low doses.

Rowan Berry Syrup
Remove the stems from the berries and pack
them into 500ml water
Bring to the boil then simmer. Reduce to enhance the
flavour
Measure the liquid and add 1g sugar for every 2ml liquid
Stir in over low heat until dissolved. Pour into clean bottles
and store in the fridge 1-2 weeks.

Tilia sp

Linden

Plaque Located:
Key Hill
52.490603, -1.9152792

Habitat Value
Linden is a native woodland tree in Britain, and as such has a
high habitat value. The leaves are eaten by many species of
caterpillar, and are popular with aphids. These aphids in turn
provide food for hoverflies, birds, ladybirds, and even bees,
who drink the honeydew aphids excrete. Veteran Lindens are
favoured by wood-boring beetles and provide good nesting
holes for birds.

History
While Oak and Scots Pine are widely known for covering
Britain in forest after the last ice age, Linden also covered
significant swathes of the country. The tree is long-lived and
grows large. There is a very famous avenue lined with them at
Trinity College, Cambridge. A plantation in Westonbirt
Arboretum is approximately two thousand years old.
The tree’s use as cordage dates back to the mesoltihic, when
stone age man used it for fishing nets and other traps, as well
as generally for rope and string.
Linden has a long association with bee keeping due to both its
pollen and also its honeydew being a favourite food for bees.

Mythology and Symbolism
The Linden tree has long been associated with love, fidelity,
and romance; it has associations with Aphrodite and Freyja.
In the Hellenic period of ancient Egypt it was the wood used
for the sarcophagus of the fayoum. In Greek mythology, the
fairy Filira turned herself into a Linden tree after her affair
with Cronos led to the birth of her son, Chiron the Cyclops.
The Linden is considered holy in Polish, Romanian, and Slavic
traditions.

Uses
Linden tea is a widely recognised herbal tonic for tension and
anxiety. The inner bark makes excellent rope, and it’s outer
bark makes excellent tiles. The wood is soft and white, and is
very good for spoon carving.

Linden Tea
Pick the flowers in spring
and steep in hot water
for a few minutes.
Do not boil.
That’s it!

Fraxinus
Excelsior

Ash

Plaque Located:
Key Hill
52.491911, 1.913423

Habitat Value
As one of our most common native trees, the Ash has
immense habitat value. Its early leaf fall and generally light
crown allow light to the forest floor, which extends the
habitat of many important plants, including wild garlic, Hazel,
dog violet, and dog’s mercury; these in turn support a large
number of creatures.
The seeds of this tree are eaten by numerous birds, and the
branches are nested in by owls, redstarts and woodpeckers
among others. The leaves are eaten by a range of caterpillars,
including the privet hawk-moth and the coronet moth
caterpillars.

History
Ash has often been considered excellent bow wood, second
to Yew in quality. It’s very low moisture content means it has
always been highly valued as firewood. Up until the second
world war it was often coppiced to provide a continuous
supply of poles for building and woodworking. It’s high
flexibility and resistance to splitting, as well as its shock
absorbing qualities, have made it a first choice for the shafts
of hammers and axes, and for snooker cues and tennis
rackets. Probably its most famous use is for the frames of
Morgan cars.

Mythology and Symbolism
In Norse mythology, Ash is the “tree of life”, from which the first
man came; it was said that its crown was in heaven and its
roots in hell. In Britain, the druids held the tree to be sacred,
using it to make their wands. The tree was often associated
with the health and wellbeing of children, with babies given
ash teaspoons as gifts to bless them.

Uses
Ash is primarily used as an excellent firewood. The bark can be
used to tan hides, and the seeds can be eaten while green. Ash
wood is the natural home of Daldinia Concentrica, a fungal
bracket that, when dry, can be used as a charcoal, to take and
hold an ember – evidence has been found that this was
common in the stone age.

Platanus x
Hispanica

London
Plane

Plaque Located:
Key Hill
52.490114, -1.914054

Habitat Value
As a hybrid of two non-native trees - theAmerican Sycamore
(Platanus Occidentalis) and the Oriental Plane (Platanus
Occidentalis), the London Plane has a remarkably low habitat
value in Britain! The animal most fond of it is the grey squirrel,
which is itself a pest!

History
The London Plane was discovered in the seventeenth and
widely planted in the eighteenth century, mostly because of
its ability to absorb pollution. It is now the most common tree
in London, and is common throughout British cities.
It is said that Hippocrates taught his students under a
Platanus, while in ancient Egypt the wood was used in military
construction.
In America, the tree has been a symbol of protection since
1777 when, during the battle of Brandywine, a large number
General Washington’s troops hid under the branches of a giant
specimen.

Mythology and Symbolism
In Egyptian mythology the Plane is especially sacred,
probably because it is one of the only large trees that can
survive in the country’s more difficult locations. It was said to
be a manifestation of the Goddesses Nut, Isis and Hathor, and
provided sustenance to the dead in the spirit world.
In a Cherokee legend, humans were granted fire by deities
known as “The Thunders”, who struck a hollow Sycamore with
lightning.

Uses
The main use of the Plane in England has always been to
absorb pollution, which the tree sheds very efficiently
through leaves and bark. It was also used up until quite
recently as veneer. In America it is used in various
construction jobs, such as interior trim and furniture parts. It
is used in butcher’s blocks for many years because it is very
hard and almost impossible to split.
In Memory of Marie Challinor who loved trees

Warstone Lane Cemetery
Birmingham
B18 6LJ

Key Hill Cemetery
Birmingham
B18 5AH

Download a map of our tree plaque
locations here:
cemeteries.jewelleryquarter.net/tours-trails/

